
The First Sunday of Advent 
  

The Season of Advent takes its name from the Latin word adventus, meaning “coming” or “visit.” 
Advent begins four Sundays before Christmas and ends on Christmas Eve. For Christians Advent is 
the beginning of the liturgical year. During Advent we prepare for and anticipate the coming of 
Christ. We remember the longing of our Jewish ancestors for a Messiah and our own longing for, 
and need of, forgiveness, salvation, and new beginning.  

 

Prelude 

 

Gathering Hymn O Come, O Come Emmanuel H 56 



The Advent Bidding 

Presider Light and peace in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

People Thanks be to God! 

 

Presider Dear friends in Christ, as we travel towards Bethlehem in this journey of Advent, we come together in the 
midst of a busy season to take a breath. To slow down as we anticipate Jesus’ coming once more into the 
world. We are invited for a time to breathe in together the life that God gives us; to listen for the beating of 
God’s heart and the blessings and lessons this season brings. As we gather for this time of worshipful antici-
pation let us in the silence rest in God’s presence. 

A prolonged silence is kept. 

 

Lighting of the Advent Wreath 

Presider May Christ, the One whose coming we await, fill our homes and hearts with joyful anticipation as we journey 
to the manger. Amen. 
 
The candle of this first week of Advent is a candle of HOPE. Today the flame of this candle reminds us of the 
hope that came to this world when Jesus was born and his presence with us. Jesus said “I came so that every-
one would have life, life in all its fullness.”  

Once the candle is lit, the Presider continues. 

Presider You called the patriarchs and matriarchs to live by the light of faith and to journey in the hope of your prom-
ised fulfillment. May we be obedient to your call and be ready and watchful to receive your Christ, a lamp to 
our feet and a light to our path. Amen.  

 

The Greeting 

Presider Blessed be the Holy One whose coming we await, 

People And blessed be the One who comes to set all people free. Amen. 

 

The Collect for Purity 

Presider Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid. Cleanse the 
thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, so that we may truly love you, and worthily 
praise your holy name; through our Savior Jesus Christ.  

People Amen.  

 

The Confession and Absolution 

Presider  Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

Silence is kept for a time. 

 

People Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 



and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

 

Presider Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen us in all 
goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us in eternal life.  

People Amen. 

 

The Collect 

Presider The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you.  

Presider Let us pray. 

 Almighty God, give us grace to turn from the works of darkness, and to clothe ourselves in light; that in the 
last day, when your Son Jesus shall come again in his glorious majesty to judge both the living and the dead, 
we may rise to everlasting life; through him who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and for ever.  

Presider Amen.  

 

The Lessons 

The First Reading 

Reader A reading from the book of Jeremiah.  33:14-16 

 

 The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will fulfill the promise I made to the house of Israel and the 
house of Judah. In those days and at that time I will cause a righteous Branch to spring up for David; and he 
shall execute justice and righteousness in the land. In those days Judah will be saved and Jerusalem will live 
in safety. And this is the name by which it will be called: "The Lord is our righteousness."  

 

 The Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 



The Psalm of the Day Psalm 25 v. 1-9 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A 1  To you, O Lord, I lift up my / soul; 
  my God, I put my / trust in you;  
 

A   let me not be hu/miliated, 
   nor let my enemies triumph / over me. 
 

B 2  Let none who look to you be put to / shame;  
   let the treacherous be disappointed in their / schemes. 
 

 3  Show me your ways, O / Lord,  
   and teach me your / paths. 
 

 4  Lead me in your truth and / teach me,  
   for you are the God of my salvation; 
   in you have I trusted all the day / long. 
 

 5  Remember, O Lord, your compassion and / love,  
   for they are from ever/lasting. 
 

 6  Remember not the sins of my youth and my trans/gressions;  
   remember me according to your love 
   and for the sake of your goodness, O / Lord. 
 

A 7  Gracious and upright is the /Lord;  
   therefore he teaches sinners in his / way. 
 
A 8  He guides the humble in doing / right  
   and teaches his way to the / lowly. 
  

B 9  All the paths of the Lord are love and / faithfulness  
  to those who keep his covenant and his / testimonies. 

  

The Second Reading 

Reader A reading from the first letter to the Thessalonions. 3:9-13 

 

 How can we thank God enough for you in return for all the joy that we feel before our God because of you? 
Night and day we pray most earnestly that we may see you face to face and restore whatever is lacking in 
your faith. 

 Now may our God and Father himself and our Lord Jesus direct our way to you. And may the Lord make you 
increase and abound in love for one another and for all, just as we abound in love for you. And may he so 
strengthen your hearts in holiness that you may be blameless before our God and Father at the coming of 
our Lord Jesus with all his saints. 

 

 The Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 



 

Gospel Antiphon  H 83
  

O come, let us adore him, 
O come, let us adore him, 
O come, let us adore him, Christ, the Lord. 
 
For he alone is worthy, 
For he alone is worthy, 
For he alone is worthy, Christ, the Lord. 
 

The Gospel 

Reader The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. v21:25-36 

People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

 Jesus said, "There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, and on the earth distress among nations 
confused by the roaring of the sea and the waves. People will faint from fear and foreboding of what is com-
ing upon the world, for the powers of the heavens will be shaken. Then they will see 'the Son of Man coming 
in a cloud' with power and great glory. Now when these things begin to take place, stand up and raise your 
heads, because your redemption is drawing near." 

 Then he told them a parable: "Look at the fig tree and all the trees; as soon as they sprout leaves you can see 
for yourselves and know that summer is already near. So also, when you see these things taking place, you 
know that the kingdom of God is near. Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass away until all things have 
taken place. Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away. 

 "Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed down with dissipation and drunkenness and the worries of 
this life, and that day catch you unexpectedly, like a trap. For it will come upon all who live on the face of the 
whole earth. Be alert at all times, praying that you may have the strength to escape all these things that will 
take place, and to stand before the Son of Man." 

 

 The Gospel of the Lord. 

People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 

The Sermon  David Luckes 

 



The Advent Creed 

Our Advent Creed seeks to affirm our trust in God found in Jesus Christ.      

Pesider   Let us stand and affirm our hope in the light of Christ.  

  

  Do you believe and trust in God?      

People  We believe in God, eternal, almighty, creator of heaven and earth.     

Presider  Do you believe and trust in Jesus Christ?    

People  We believe in Jesus Christ, the Redeemer of all, the Only Begotten One; who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, lived and loved among us, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 
died and was buried; who descended to the dead, and on the third day rose again; Jesus, Our Savior, 
ascended into heaven, sits at the right hand of the loving God, and will come again to judge the living 
and the dead.  

Presider  Do you believe and trust in the Holy Spirit?     

People  We believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic and apostolic Church, the communion of saints, the for-
giveness of sins, the resurrection of the dead, and life everlasting. Amen.  

 

Prayers of the People 

Presider O God whose Messiah’s coming we await, keep us awake and alert to watch for the signs of your coming. As 
the fig tree puts forth its leaves and the portents of the new day dawns, keep us awake and alert for the sec-
ond advent of Christ our Savior.  

People’s response Shine in our hearts.    

The Presider offers to concluding prayer. 

Presider  Shine forth O God of Hosts, encourage, embolden and energize your people to keep awake and alert to the 
coming of Jesus the Christ, that he, at his second Advent, may find us ready to greet him and eager to serve 
those in need; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, One God for ever and ever. Amen.  

 

Peace 

Presider The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People And also with you. 

We invite you to extend the peace of God to those in the congregation. 

 

Announcements 

 

Blessing of a Marriage 

Presider O God, you have so consecrated the covenant of marriage that in it is represented the spiritual unity be-
tween Christ and his Church: Send therefore your blessing upon these your servants, Doris and Bob, that 
they may continue to faithfully love, honor, and cherish each other in patience, in wisdom and true godli-
ness, that their home be a haven of blessing and peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 

People Amen. 



Presider God the Father, God the Son, God the Holy Spirit, bless, preserve, and keep you; the Lord mercifully with his 
favor look upon you, and fill you with all spiritual benediction and grace; that you may faithfully live together 
in this life, and in the age to come have life everlasting. 

People Amen. 

 

Offertory Creator of the Stars of Night H 60 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Eucharist 

Presider The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

 

Presider Lift up your hearts. 

People We lift them to the Lord. 

 

Presider Let us give thank to the Lord our God. 

People It is right to give God thanks and praise. 



Presider It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, God Almighty, 
Creator of heaven and earth. 
 
Because you sent your beloved Son to redeem us from sin and death, and to make us heirs in him of everlast-
ing life; that when he shall come again in power and great triumph to judge the world, we may without 
shame or fear rejoice to behold his appearing. 

 Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, 
who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

  
 LEVAS 255 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in creation; in 
the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; and above all in the Word 
made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be 
the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand 
before you. In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death 
into life.  

 



At the following words concerning the bread, the Presider is to hold it or lay a hand upon it. 

Presider On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given + thanks to you, 
he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this 
for the remembrance of me.”  

 After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given + thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink 
this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness 
of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”  

 Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 

Presider and People 

 We remember his death, 
We proclaim his resurrection, 
We await his coming in glory; 

Presider And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you, from your crea-
tion, this bread and this wine. 

 We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these + gifts that they may be the Sacrament of 
the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be 
acceptable through him, being sanctified + by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in subjec-
tion under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country where, with the Blessed Virgin Mary and all 
your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation. 

 By Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty 
God, now and for ever.  

People Amen. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Presider And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

People Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy Name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those 
who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
for ever and ever. Amen. 

 



The Breaking of the Bread 

The Presider breaks the consecrated Bread. A period of silence is kept. Then the Presider and people sing: 

    LEVAS 261 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Presider The Gifts of God for the People of God.  

 

Hymn after Communion Jordan’s Bank the Baptist Cry H 76 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Post Communion Prayer 

After all have received communion the Presider says 

Presider God is with you. 

People And also with you. 

Presider Let us pray. 

People Eternal God, for whom we await, you have fed us with the bread of heaven and the cup of salvation: 
keep us ever watchful, that we may be ready to stand before the Son of God, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen.  

 

Blessing for All of Advent 

Presider Christ the Sun of Righteousness shine upon you,  
scatter the darkness from before your path,  
and make you ready to meet him when he comes in glory; 
and the blessing of the One, Holy, Undivided Trinity be with you and remain with you always. 

People Amen. 

 

Sending Hymn Lo! He Comes, with Cloud Descending H 57 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Advent Dismissal 

Presider Our worship is ended, our service in the world begins. As we await our coming Savior, go in peace to love and 
serve the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 
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