
  

Sunday, April 27, 2025 

The Second Sunday of Easter 
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Do you notice the liturgical changes of Easter?  

Color: our lenten purple and holy week red are replaced by Easter white and gold, the colors of joy and 

resurrection. 

Flowers: Easter is the only season in which St. Francis has flowers present at the altar each week. This 

highlights the importance and celebration not just of Easter Day, but of the entire 50-day Easter season. 

Seating: In Lent, our seating was “choir style” or facing one another as we confess our sins and weakness to 

God and to one another. In Easter, we face forward toward the white, gold, flowers, and signs of “Alleluia!” 

Candles:  We add the tall Paschal Candle next to the altar in Easter. Paschal means “passover.” We believe 

Jesus “passed over” from death to life.  The Paschal Candle is lit and prominently placed next to the altar to 

convey in sign and symbol a central theme of Easter–the unconquered light of Christ.  

Liturgical language: In Lent, we do not use the word “Alleluia” which means “God be praised!” This word 

returns in Easter. Can you find the places where “Alleluia” is used in the liturgy? How does it change those 

pieces of the liturgy? 

Readings from Sacred Story: Throughout the year, the first reading comes from Hebrew Scriptures. On-

ly during Easter is the first reading from the New Testament, the Book of Acts. Acts shares the story of Jesus’ 

followers in the days, weeks and months after Jesus’ death and as the Church emerged and grew 

Confession: Where did it go? In Lent, we opened our liturgy with the Great Litany which includes the 

Kyrie (Lord, have mercy; Christ, have mercy; Lord, have mercy). For the seven Sundays of Easter, we omit 

the confession altogether. This liturgical change emphasizes God’s grace and love, and Christ’s definitive 

reconciling power for us all.  

Eucharistic Prayer: We use the Eucharistic Prayer One from Enriching Our Worship during the Easter 

season this year. Enriching Our Worship is a liturgical resource from the Episcopal Church that provides addi-

tional resources to assist worshiping communities to expand the language, images and metaphors used in 

worship. As we pray the Eucharistic prayer together, what parts speak particularly well to the themes of the 

Easter season? 

“No mistakes in worship:” At St. Francis, we say, “there are no mistakes in worship.” Of course we make 

mistakes, but this is our way of saying that our focus is praise, thanks and dwelling with God as a community. 

If we sing off key, stand or sit at the wrong time, or make some other error, God is still praised. That is our 

priority! So if you make a mistake while you are with us, welcome to the club and God be praised! 

Cover: The photograph on the bulletin cover is graciously provided by parishioner Ann Widner.  

We love pictures and videos, and we love sharing what we do on social media. When attending our events or 

services, you agree to our using pictures of you and any children in your charge on social media and elsewhere. If 

you prefer not to be included in photos or video, please inform a staff member or usher.   
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Prelude  Christ is Alive! Let Christians Sing arr. Thomas Keesecker 

 

Welcome 

 

Gathering Hymn  Alleluia, Sing to Jesus H 460 

Stand. At 8am, verse 1 only. At 10:30am, all.  
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Opening Acclamations 

Presider Alleluia. Christ is risen. 

People The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia. 

 

The Collect for Purity 

Presider Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are 

hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our heart by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 

perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. 

People Amen. 
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Gloria    

At 8am, sing refrain two times. At 10:30am, sing all.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. We praise you, 

we bless you, we adore you, 

we glorify you, 

we give you thanks for your great glory, 

Lord God, heavenly King, 

O God, almighty Father.  Refrain 

 

2. Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son,  

Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,  

you take away the sins of the world,  

have mercy on us;  

you take away the sins of the world,  

receive our prayer;  

you are seated at the right hand of the Father,  

have mercy on us.  Refrain 

 

3. For you alone are the Holy One,  

you alone are the Lord,  

you alone are the Most High,  

Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit,  

in the glory of God the Father.  To Amen below 

Refrain: 
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The Collect of the Day  1 Corinthians 15:42-44; St. Clement of Alexandria, 2nd c. 

Presider The Lord be with you.   

People And also with you. 

 

Presider  O Risen One, you have broken the bonds of an earthly body: Be with us now, that we may 

see your image reflected in our own and in all whom we meet; in the name of our Mother, 

our Wisdom, and our Comforter. 

People Amen. 

 

The Lessons  Sit 

The First Lesson 

Reader A reading from the Acts of the Apostles.  5:27-32 

When the temple police had brought the apostles, they had them stand before the 

council. The high priest questioned them, saying, "We gave you strict orders not to teach 

in this name, yet here you have filled Jerusalem with your teaching and you are 

determined to bring this man's blood on us." But Peter and the apostles answered, "We 

must obey God rather than any human authority. The God of our ancestors raised up 

Jesus, whom you had killed by hanging him on a tree. God exalted him at his right hand as 

Leader and Savior that he might give repentance to Israel and forgiveness of sins. And we 

are witnesses to these things, and so is the Holy Spirit whom God has given to those who 

obey him."   

 The Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 

The Psalm of the Day 150  

Spoken in unison. 

Hallelujah! 

 Praise God in his holy temple;  

 praise him in the firmament of his power. 

Praise him for his mighty acts;  

 praise him for his excellent greatness. 

Praise him with the blast of the ram's-horn;  

 praise him with lyre and harp. 

Praise him with timbrel and dance;  

 praise him with strings and pipe. 

Praise him with resounding cymbals;  

 praise him with loud-clanging cymbals. 

Let everything that has breath  

 praise the Lord. Hallelujah! 
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The Second Lesson  

Reader A reading from the Book of Revelation.  1:4-8 

 John to the seven churches that are in Asia: Grace to you and peace from him who is and 

who was and who is to come, and from the seven spirits who are before his throne, and 

from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of the kings 

of the earth. 

 To him who loves us and freed us from our sins by his blood, and made us to be a 

kingdom, priests serving his God and Father, to him be glory and dominion forever and 

ever. Amen. 

 Look! He is coming with the clouds; every eye will see him, even those who pierced him; 

and on his account all the tribes of the earth will wail. So it is to be. Amen. "I am the Alpha 

and the Omega," says the Lord God, who is and who was and who is to come, the 

Almighty.  

 The Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 

 

Gospel Antiphon Stand and sing. Before gospel, sing two times.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Gospel 

Deacon The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 20:19-31 

People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

 When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house 

where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood 

among them and said, "Peace be with you." After he said this, he showed them his hands 

and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. Jesus said to them again, 
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"Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you." When he had said this, he 

breathed on them and said to them, "Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, 

they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained." 

 But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus 

came. So the other disciples told him, "We have seen the Lord." But he said to them, 

"Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails 

and my hand in his side, I will not believe." 

 A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although 

the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, "Peace be with you." 

Then he said to Thomas, "Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand 

and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe." Thomas answered him, "My Lord and my 

God!" Jesus said to him, "Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those 

who have not seen and yet have come to believe." 

 Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in 

this book. But these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, 

the Son of God, and that through believing you may have life in his name. 

 The Gospel of the Lord. 

People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 

Gospel Antiphon Sing the refrain on previous page one time through.  

 

Sermon Sit   Dr. Michael Booker 

 

The Nicene Creed Stand 

We believe in one God, 
 the Father, the Almighty, 
 maker of heaven and earth, 
 of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
 the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father. 
Through him all things were made. 
 For us and for our salvation 
  he came down from heaven: 
by the power of the Holy Spirit 
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 he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary 
and was made human. 
 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
  in accordance with the Scriptures; 
 he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
 and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
He has spoken through the Prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

Prayers of the People  

Deacon God of hope, we bring our prayers to you as we sing.  

 

The congregation sings the response one time after each prayer. 

 

 

 

 

Presider Lord, hear the prayers of your family and fulfill our desires and petitions as may be best for 

us through your child Jesus Christ. 

People Amen. 

Please see our parish Prayer Lists, which can be found on the bulletin, for biddings and concerns. If you would 

like to make a prayer request, please complete our Prayer Request Form which can be accessed at 

StFrancisEureka.com or on paper at the back of the church. 

 

The Peace 

Presider The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People And also with you. 

We invite you to extend the peace of God to those in the congregation. 
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Announcements Sit 

St. Francis’ Episcopal Church is grateful for the generosity of all visitors and parishioners who 

contribute as part of the weekly offertory. If you wish, please place your contribution in the 

collection plate or use the QR code to give online. These gifts are used to support our parish in  

addition to parishioners’ annual commitments.   

 

 

The Liturgy of the Table 

We return with thanksgiving the gifts God has given us. This includes bread and wine of the earth and financial 

offerings from our labor. Representatives of the congregation bring these to the common Eucharistic table. 

Meditation Hymn 8am In the Bulb There is a Flower 

  performed by Gary Freeland 

Offertory 10:30am In the Bulb There is a Flower 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

At 
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10:30am , the following is sung as ushers present the offerings. Please stand. H 380 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

praise God all creatures here below. 

Praise God above you heavenly host: 

praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. 

 

The Great Thanksgiving  Stand 

Presider The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you.  

Presider Lift up your hearts. 

People We lift them to the Lord. 

Presider Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

Presider It is truly right, and good and joyful, to give you thanks all-holy God, source of life and 

fountain of mercy.  

 But chiefly are we bound to praise you for the glorious resurrection of your Son Jesus 

Christ our Lord; for he is the true Paschal Lamb, who was sacrificed for us, and has taken 

away the sin of the world. By his death he has destroyed death, and by his rising to life 

again he has won for us everlasting life. 

 Therefore, joining with Angels and Archangels and with the faithful of every generation, 

we lift our voices with all creation as we say/sing: 

 

Say at 8am: Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your 

glory.  

 Hosanna in the highest.  

 Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.  

 Hosanna in the highest.  
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Sing at 10:30: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Presider Blessed are you, gracious God, creator of the universe and giver of life. You formed us in 

your own image and called us to dwell in your infinite love. You gave the world into our 

care that we might be your faithful stewards and show forth your bountiful grace.  

  But we failed to honor your image in one another and in ourselves; we would not see your 

goodness in the world around us; and so we violated your creation, abused one another, 

and rejected your love. Yet you never ceased to care for us, and prepared the way of 

salvation for all people. 

  Through Abraham and Sarah you called us into covenant with you. You delivered us from 

slavery, sustained us in the wilderness, and raised up prophets to renew your promise of 

salvation. Then, in the fullness of time, you sent your eternal Word, made mortal flesh in 

Jesus. Born into the human family, and dwelling among us, he revealed your glory. Giving 

himself freely to death on the cross, he triumphed over evil, opening the way of freedom 

and life. 

   On the night before he died for us, our Savior Jesus Christ took bread, and when he had 

given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his friends, and said: "Take, eat:  This is my 

Body which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me." 

 As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine, and when he had given thanks, he gave 

it to them, and said: "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is 

the 

one 
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poured out for you and for all for the forgiveness of sins.  

 Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 

  Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Presider and People 

  Christ has died. 

  Christ is risen. 

  Christ will come again. 

Presider  Remembering his death and resurrection, we now present to you from your creation this 

bread and this wine. By your Holy Spirit may they be for us the Body and Blood of our Savior 

Jesus Christ. 

   Grant that we who share these gifts may be filled with the Holy Spirit and live as Christ’s 

Body in the world. 

 Bring us into the everlasting heritage of your daughters and sons, that with the Blessed Mary, 

St. Francis, St. Clare, and all your saints, past, present, and yet to come, we may praise your 

Name for ever. 

  Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, to you be honor, 

glory, and praise, for ever and ever.   

Amen 
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The Lord’s Prayer 

Presider And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

People Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy Name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those 
who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Breaking of the Bread 

The Presider breaks the consecrated Bread. A period of silence is kept.  

Presider Alleluia! Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 

People Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia! 

 

Fraction Anthem 
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Presider The Gifts of God for the People of God.  

 So come to this table you who have much faith or you who would like to have more; you 

who have been here often and you who have not been here in a long time. Come. It is 

Christ who invites you to meet him here. 

People Amen. As the bread and wine we now eat are transformed, may we be changed into 

the likeness of Christ; bone of his bone, flesh of his flesh, loving and caring for the 

world.  

Our bread is gluten-, dairy- and nut-friently. This Eucharistic table does not belong to the Episcopal Church or to St. 

Francis’. This is God’s table, and all are welcome. In the Episcopal Church, we receive both the bread and wine, the 

Body and Blood of Jesus. If you choose not to receive communion, please come forward and cross your arms over your 

heart to receive a blessing.  

 

Communion Hymn  Instrumental 

 

Post-Communion Prayer 

After all have received communion the Presider says 

People Loving God, 

 we give you thanks 

 for restoring us in your image 

 nourishing us with spiritual food 

 in the Sacrament of Christ’s Body and Blood. 

 Now send us forth 

 a people, forgiven, healed, renewed; 

 that we may proclaim your love to the world 

 and continue in the risen life of Christ our Savior.  

 Amen. 

 

Blessing 

Presider May Christ who out of defeat brings new hope and new alternatives, bring you new life, 

and the blessing of God our Creator, Redeemer and Giver of life be with you always.  

People Amen. 
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Sending Hymn 8am Christ Has Arisen 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dismissal  

Presider Share the love of the risen Christ with the world and go in peace to love and serve the 

Lord. Alleluia! Alleluia! 

People We will share the love of Christ with the world! Thanks be to God! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 


