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Welcome! 

 

Happy New Year! No matter who you are or where you are on your journey of faith, you are welcome at St. 

Francis! 

 

Today’s service is a departure from our usual Eucharistic Service with a Liturgy of the Word with three read-

ings and a psalm and the celebration of Communion. Instead, on this first day of the new year, we remem-

ber the story of our salvation in Jesus Christ in word and song. 

 

We tell this story in a uniquely Anglican way. (The Episcopal Church broke from the Anglican Church after 

the Revolutionary War, but stays in fellowship with it). The author of Nine Lessons and Carols was The Rev. 

Eric Milner-White, a graduate of King’s College in Cambridge, England. He was appointed chaplain at the 

college in 1912. When WW I broke out in 1914, he volunteered as a military chaplain, and witnessed the hor-

rors of trench warfare on the western front. “Most of life is at night,” he wrote in a letter back home, “and 

the nights are filled with prolonged terror—a horrid, weird, furtive existence. . . . Battle is indescribable, un-

imaginable. A continuous firework of light balls goes up from the German trenches. But most awesome is 

the noise. We feel powerless against those splitting cracks and roars, and dream of the metal tearing its way 

into the bodies of poor men.” Decorated for courage under fire in combat, he was released after what he 

called “a battle of special horror” in early 1918 and returned to King’s College, where he was appointed 

Dean. 

  

After the end of the war on November 11, Milner-White set out to create a special Christmastide service “as 

a gift to the city of Cambridge” that would serve two purposes. First, he wanted to grieve the loss of young 

men from the city, and especially from his own college. Twenty-three percent of the members of King’s Col-

lege had died during the war, including Milner-White’s roommate. Second, Milner-White wanted to reform 

liturgical practices so that the simple beauty of Christian worship would shine through and attract those 

who had lost their faith in the horrors of the war, whether serving in it or watching it take place. 

 

There is intellectual depth to the service. In Milner-White’s own words, “the main theme is the development 

of the loving purposes of God” as viewed “through the windows and the words of the Bible.” Yet he aimed 

at simplicity rather than complex explication of God’s purposes in human history. Rather than a lecture, he 

designed the service to focus on “color, warmth, and delight.” 

 

History derived from Nine Lessons and Carols: A Rookie Anglican Guide by James Manley. December 21st, 2019.  
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Prelude 

 

The Gathering of God’s People 

We bring our whole selves to worship, gathering up the fragments of our lives and offering them to Christ. 

 

Gathering Hymn Stand Hark! The Herald Angels Sing W 185 

Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King! 

Peace on earth and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled!”  

Joyful, all you nations, rise; Join the triumph of the skies; 

With the angelic host proclaim, “Christ is born in Bethlehem!” 

Refrain: Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King!” 

 

Christ, by highest heav’n adored; Christ, the everlasting Lord! 

Late in time behold him come, Offspring of the Virgin’s womb. 

Veiled in flesh the Godhead see; Hail the incarnate Deity, 

Please as man with us to dwell, Jesus, our Emmanuel. 

Refrain 

 

Hail the heav’n-born Prince of Peace! Hail the Sun of Righteousness! 

Light and life to all he brings, Ris’n with healing in his wings. 

Mild he lays his glory by, Born that we no more may die. 

Born to raise each child of earth, Born to give us second birth. 

Refrain 

 

 

The Bidding Prayer 

Presider Beloved in Christ, on this day it is our duty and delight to prepare ourselves to hear again 

the message of the angels, and to go in heart and mind to Bethlehem, and see this thing 

which has come to pass, and the Babe, lying in the manger… 

 Therefore let us read and mark in Holy Scripture the tale of the loving purposes of God 

from the first days of our disobedience unto the glorious redemption brought us by this 

Holy Child.  
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 But first, let us pray for the needs of the whole world; for peace on earth and goodwill 

among all God’s people; for unity within the Church Christ came to build, and especially in 

this city of Eureka and diocese of Missouri. And because this of all things would rejoice 

God’s heart, let us remember, in God’s name, the poor and helpless, the cold, the hungry 

and the oppressed; the sick and them that mourn, the lonely and the unloved, the aged 

and the little children; all those who know not the Lord Jesus, or who love him not, or who 

by sin have grieved his heart of love. Lastly, let us remember before God all those who 

rejoice with us, but upon another shore, and in a greater light, that multitude which no 

man can number, whose hope was in the Word made flesh, and with whom in the Lord 

Jesus we are for ever one. 

 The Almighty God bless us with grace: Christ give us the joys of everlasting life: and unto 

the fellowship of the citizens above may the King of Angels bring us all. 

People Amen. 
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Lesson 1 Adam and Eve Rebel and are Cast Out Genesis 3: 8-15, 17-19 

Seated.  

Reader: Katie Jones 

 

Hymn  Creator of the Stars of Night H 60 
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Lesson 2 God’s Promise to Abraham Genesis 22:15-18 

Reader: Abby Jones 

 

Hymn  The God of Abraham Praise H 401 

1 The God of Abraham praise, 

  who reigns enthroned above; 

 Ancient of everlasting days, 

  and God of love; 

 the Lord, the great I AM, 

  by earth and heaven confessed: 

 we bow and bless the sacred Name 

  for ever blest. 

5 The whole triumphant host 

  give thanks to God on high; 

 “Hail, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost!” 

  they ever cry; 

 hail, Abraham’s Lord divine! 

  With heaven our songs we raise; 

 all might and majesty are thine, 

  and endless praise. 
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Lesson 3 The Peace that Christ will Bring is Foretold Isaiah 11:1-3A, 4A, 6-9 

Reader: Janet Houseman 

 

Hymn  O Day of Peace H 597 
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Lesson 4 The prophet foretells of the Messiah Isaiah 9:2-4, 6-7 

Reader: Suzanne Jones 

 

Hymn  Come Thou Long Expected Jesus H 66 
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Lesson 5 The Angel Gabriel Announces the Birth of Jesus Luke 1:26-35, 38 

Reader: Kathleen O’Reilly 

 

Carol The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came H 265  
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Lesson 6 Jesus is Born in Bethlehem and Laid in a Manger Luke 2:1-7 

Reader: Joe O’Reilly 

 

Carol  O Little Town of Bethlehem H 79 

1 O little town of Bethlehem, 

  how still we see thee lie! 

 Above thy deep and dreamless sleep 

  the silent stars go by; 

 yet in thy dark streets shineth 

  the everlasting Light; 

 the hopes and fears of all the years 

  are met in thee tonight. 

 

2 For Christ is born of Mary; 

  and gathered all above, 

 while mortals sleep, the angels keep 

  their watch of wondering love. 

 O morning stars, together 

  proclaim the holy birth! 

 and praises sing to God the King, 

  and peace to men on earth. 
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Lesson 7 The Angels and Shepherds Visit the Christ Child Luke 2:8-16 

Reader: Anna Mackey 

 

Carol   While Shepherds Watched Their Flocks H 94 
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Lesson 8 The Magi Visit the Christ Child Matthew 2:1-11 

Reader: Jeff Veenstra 

 

Carol  We Three Kings of Orient Are H 128 

1 We three kings of Orient are, 

 bearing gifts we traverse afar, 

  field and fountain, 

  moor and mountain, 

 following yonder star. 

  Refrain: O star of wonder, star of night, 

   star with royal beauty bright; 

    westward leading, 

    still proceeding, 

   guide us to thy perfect light! 

 

5 Glorious now behold him arise, 

 King and God and Sacrifice; 

 heaven sings alleluia: 

 alleluia the earth replies. 

 Refrain 
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Lesson 9 The Word was Made Flesh and We Have Seen Christ’s Glory  

   John 1:1-14 

Reader: Madeleine Whaley 

 

Carol  Of the Father’s Love Begotten H 82 
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Homily  Seated   Dr. Michael Booker 

A period of reflection follow the homily. At the invitation of the Presider all who are able to stand. 

 

The Apostles’ Creed  Stand 

Presider Let us stand and declare our faith in God.  

People  I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus 

Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and 

born of the Virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 

buried. He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again. He ascended into 

heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the 

living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the 

communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 

everlasting. Amen. 

 

The Prayers 

Presider  The Lord be with you. 

People  And also with you. 

Presider  Let us pray. 

People  Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your Name, your kingdom come, your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive 

those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil. For 

the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

The Suffrages 

Presider Help us, O God our Savior; 

People Deliver us and forgive us our sins. 

Presider Look upon your congregation; 

People Give to your people the blessing of peace. 

Presider Declare your glory among the nations; 

People And your wonders among all peoples. 

Presider Do not let the oppressed be shamed and turned away; 

People Never forget the lives of your poor. 
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Presider  Continue your loving-kindness to those who know you; 

People And your favor to those who are true of heart. 

Presider Satisfy us by your loving-kindness in the morning; 

People So shall we rejoice and be glad all the days of our life. 

 

The Collects 

Presider Eternal One, you gave your incarnate Son the holy name of Jesus to be a sign of salvation. 

Plant in every heart the love of the Savior of the world, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

Offertory Anthem Seated piano instrumental 

 

The Great Silence 

Presider Let us in the silence meditate on God’s presence among us.  

 

The General Thanksgiving Stand 

Presider Blessed are you, Lord our God creator and redeemer of all; to you be glory and praise for 

ever. From the waters of chaos you drew forth the world and in your great love fashioned 

us in your image. Now, through the deep waters of death, you have brought your people 

to new birth by raising your Son to life in triumph. May Christ your light ever dawn in our 

hearts as we offer you our sacrifice of thanks and praise. Blessed be God, Father, Son and 

Holy Spirit:  

People  Almighty God, Author of all mercies, we your unworthy servants give you humble 

thanks for all your goodness and loving-kindness to us and to all whom you have 

made. We bless you for our creation, preservation, and all the blessings of this life; 

but above all for your immeasurable love in the redemption of the world by our Lord 

Jesus Christ; for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. And, we pray, give us 

such an awareness of your mercies, that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth 

your praise, not only with our lips, but in our lives, by giving up ourselves to your 

service, and by walking before you in holiness and righteousness all our days; through 

Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory 

throughout all ages. Amen. 

Presider  Let us bless the Lord. Alleluia, alleluia. 

People  Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia. 
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Presider Glory to God whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can ask or 

imagine: Glory to God from generation to generation in the Church, and in Christ Jesus 

forever and ever. Amen.               Ephesians 3:20, 21 

 
 

The Peace 

Presider  The peace of Christ be always with you. 

People And also with you. 

Presider Let us share with one another a sign of Christ’s peace. 

We invite you to extend the peace of God to those in the congregation. 

 

New Year Greeting and Announcements Seated 
 

Sending Hymn Angels We Have Heard on High  H 96 

1 Angels we have heard on high, 

  singing sweetly through the night, 

 and the mountains in reply 

  echoing their brave delight. 

   Gloria in excelsis Deo. 

 

2 Shepherds, why this jubilee? 

  Why these songs of happy cheer? 

 What great brightness did you see? 

  What glad tidings did you hear? 

   Gloria in excelsis Deo. 

 

3 Come to Bethlehem and see 

  him whose birth the angels sing; 

 come, adore on bended knee 

  Christ, the Lord, the newborn King. 

   Gloria in excelsis Deo.  

 

Presider Our worship is ended. Our service to the world now begins. Go in peace. 

 

Please join us in the Narthex for a New Year’s toast immediately after the service. 

 


