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Welcome! 
We’re glad that you are here!  
A children’s play area (for little ones) is located toward the back of the 
church.  
 

We invite you to fill out a Visitors Information Card and to stay for 
beverages and refreshments after Worship.   
 

Are you interested in the Sacrament of Baptism, Confirmation, or being 
received into the Episcopal Church?        Please see Fr. Jewson.                                   

Holy Eucharist Rite II  
The Holy Eucharist, also known as the Holy Communion, the Mass, or the 
Lord’s Supper, is the true Christian thanksgiving meal in which we 
remember and celebrate the life, death, and resurrection of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. It is the principal act of Christian worship on the Lord’s Day. 
 
 

Biblical Texts are from The Revised Standard Version and the readings 
are from Lectionary Year C.       
 

The Daily Office is from Year 1 of a two year cycle. 
 

Liturgical texts are from The Book of Common Prayer (BCP) and 
Enriching Our Worship (EOW).  
 

Hymn selections are from The Hymnal 1982 or other approved musical 
resources. 

The few minutes before the service are an opportunity for quiet meditation 
and prayer. Please be respectful of  those who are preparing for worship by 
keeping visiting in the pews to a minimum. 
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The Word of God 
 

Prelude    
                                                                          

We stand to sing                   
Gathering Hymn           Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus                  Hymnal 66 
                                                            All Verses 
 

 

 
 

The Celebrant greets us and we respond                                                           BCP 355    
Blessed be God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  
 And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

The Celebrant says the Prayer for Purity and we respond: Amen. 
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We say Glory to God                                                                                                    BCP 356 
Glory to God in the highest, 
and peace to God’s people on earth. 
Lord God, heavenly King, 
almighty God and Father, 
we worship you, we give you thanks, 
we praise you for your glory. 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: 
have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
receive our prayer. 
For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, 
Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 
 
The Celebrant greets us and we respond 
 The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you. 
 

Celebrant  

Gracious God, we acknowledge that this is a season of joy and celebration for 
many people as we remember the birth of Jesus. But we also acknowledge that 
these celebrations can ring hollow in our hearts if we are experiencing grief, 
depression, or pain. We may not feel like joining in the celebration if we are 
walking in sadness or distress. There are many kinds of losses that trouble us in 
these days of darkness. But we ask that you speak to us, O Lord. Speak to us 
words of comfort, healing, and restoration. Give us hope. In the name of Christ 
we ask it. 
 

People 
Come, Holy Spirit, and comfort us in our afflictions. Reach into our hearts, 
heal, and restore us. Where we are hurting, comfort us. And where we are 
experiencing sorrow, show us compassion. Bless us in the night that we may 
see your light dawning upon us. Amen. 
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We sit for the  Old Testament Lesson   
 

A Reading from the Book of Isaiah                      43:1b-2, 4-5a, 16, 18-19, 20b-21  
Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; I have called you by name, you are mine. 
When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; and through the rivers, 
they shall not overwhelm you; when you walk through fire you shall not be 
burned and the flame shall not consume you. Because you are precious in my 
sight, and honored, and I love you, I give people in return for you, nations in 
exchange for your life.  Do not fear, for I am with you. 
 

Thus says the Lord, who makes a way in the sea, a path in the mighty waters. Do 
not remember the former things, or consider the things of old. I am about to do a 
new thing; now it springs forth, do you not perceive it? I will make a way in the 
wilderness and rivers in the desert.  
 

For I give water in the wilderness, rivers in the desert, to give drink to my chosen 
people, the people whom I formed for myself so that they might declare my 
praise. 
 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

We stand to sing 
Psalm Hymn               The Lord My God My Shepherd Is                 Hymnal 663 

All Verses 
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We sit for the New Testament Lesson  

A Reading from Paul’s Letter to the Romans                                              8:18-27 
 

I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with 
the glory about to be revealed to us.  For the creation waits with eager longing for 
the revealing of the children of God; for the creation was subjected to futility, not 
of its own will but by the will of the one who subjected it, in hope that the 
creation itself will be set free from its bondage to decay and will obtain the 
freedom of the glory of the children of God.  We know that the whole creation 
has been groaning in labor pains until now; and not only the creation, but we 
ourselves, who have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly while we wait for 
adoption, the redemption of our bodies.  For in hope we were saved. Now hope 
that is seen is not hope. For who hopes for what is seen?  But if we hope for what 
we do not see, we wait for it with patience.  
 
Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as 
we ought, but that very Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for words. And God, 

who searches the heart, knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit 

intercedes for the saints according to the will of God. 
 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Churches. 
Thanks be to God. 
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We stand to sing                            
Gospel Hymn                            Be Still, My Soul                         

Verses 1,3,4 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Katharina A. von Schlegel, 1752 
Jean Sibelius, 1899 
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During the hymn, the Deacon carries the Gospel Book to the center of the church 
to symbolize bringing the Word of God to God’s people.  
 
The Deacon says and we respond. 
The Holy Gospel of our Savior Jesus Christ according to Matthew              5:1-12 
Glory to you, Lord Christ.  

 

When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat down, his 
disciples came to him. Then he began to speak, and taught them, saying: ‘Blessed 
are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are those who 
mourn, for they will be comforted.  Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the 
earth.  Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be 
filled. Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy. Blessed are the pure 
in heart, for they will see God. Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be 
called children of God. Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ 
sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are you when people revile you 
and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my 
account. Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for in the same 
way they persecuted the prophets who were before you.’ 

 

The Gospel of our Savior. 
Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 

 
The Homily                                                                        Deacon Rebecca Barger 
 
 

Prayers of the People 
Deacon 
In the spirit of this season let us now confidently ask our God for all the good 
things we need.  
 

Intercessor 
For ourselves as we participate in this Christmas as special people coping with 
our many different losses. God of love and mercy, 
Give us your light and your peace. 
 

For our families and friends, that they may continue to help and support us. God 
of love and mercy, 
Give us your light and your peace. 
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For any person we have loved who has died, for all the losses we know in our 
lives, that all may be redeemed by your Easter promise. God of love and mercy, 
Give us your light and your peace. 
 

For our family and friends, that you may bless them with love, peace, and joy. 
God of love and mercy, 
Give us your light and your peace. 
 

For peace throughout the world as proclaimed by the Christmas angels on that 
faraway hillside. God of love and mercy, 
Give us your light and your peace. 
 

For greater understanding of the lessons of love and acceptance as taught by 
Jesus your Christ. God of love and mercy, 
Give us your light and your peace. 
  

Celebrant 
Let us pray. God of great compassion and love, listen to the prayers of these your 
people. Grant to all, especially the bereaved and troubled ones this Christmas, the 
blessing we ask in the name of Jesus. 
Amen. 
 

The Confession of Sin                                                                                EOW 56 
The Deacon says, 
Let us confess our sins to God. 
 

Silence will be kept.  Minister and People say 
God of all mercy, we confess that we have sinned against you, opposing your 
will in our lives.  We have denied your goodness in each other, in ourselves, 
and in the world you have created.  We repent of the evil that enslaves us, 
the evil we have done, and the evil done on our behalf.  Forgive, restore, and 
strengthen us through our Savior Jesus Christ, that we may abide in your 
love and serve only your will.  Amen. 
 
Absolution 
 The Celebrant concludes with an absolution from sin 
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through the grace of 
Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit 
keep you in eternal life. Amen. 
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The Peace 
Then the Celebrant says 
The Peace of Christ be always with you. 
And also with you. 
 
The Ministers and People greet one another in the name of Jesus Christ.  First 
welcome the visitors, then greet new friends, then greet old friends. 
 

The Holy Communion 
 

The Offertory  
 

The Celebrant begins the Offertory with these words, 

Sisters and brothers present yourselves as living sacrifices to the Lord.  
 

We stand to sing 
Offertory Hymn                        I Come With Joy                               Hymnal 304  

All Verses   
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The Doxology  
 

 Praise God from whom all blessings flow                                Tune of Hymn 380 
 Praise him, all creatures here below 
 Praise him above, ye heavenly host 
 Praise, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.                                      
 

The Great Thanksgiving—Eucharistic Prayer 3                                     EOW 62 
 The People remain standing. The Celebrant faces them and says 
 The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you. 
 Lift up your hearts. 
 We lift them to the Lord. 
 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
  
Then the Celebrant continues 
All thanks and praise are yours at all times and in all places, our true and loving 
God; through Jesus Christ, your eternal Word, the Wisdom from on high by 
whom you created all things.  You laid the foundations of the world and enclosed 
the sea when it burst out from the womb; you brought forth all creatures of the 
earth and gave breath to humankind. 
 
Wondrous are you, Holy One of Blessing, all you create is a sign of hope for our 
journey; and so as the evening stars sing your praises we join the heavenly beings 
and all creation as we say with joy:  
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Celebrant and People 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 
Then the Celebrant continues 
Glory and honor are yours, Creator of all, your Word has never been silent; you 
called a people to yourself, as a light to the nations, you delivered them from 
bondage and led them to a land of promise. Of your grace, you gave Jesus to be 
human, to share our life, to proclaim the coming of your holy reign and give 
himself for us, a fragrant offering. 
 

Through Jesus Christ our Redeemer, you have freed us from sin, brought us into 
your life, reconciled us to you, and restored us to the glory you intend for us. 
 

At the following words concerning the bread, the Celebrant is to hold it, or to lay 
a hand upon it; and at the words concerning the cup, the Celebrant is to hold or 
place a hand upon the cup. 
 

We thank you that on the night before he died for us Jesus took bread, and when 
he had given thanks to you, he broke it, gave it to his friends and said:  “Take, eat, 
this is my Body, broken for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

 

After supper Jesus took the cup of wine, said the blessing, gave it to his friends 
and said:  “Drink this, all of you:  this cup is the new Covenant in my Blood, 
poured out for you and for all for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the 
remembrance of me.” 

 

And so, remembering all that was done for us:  the cross, the tomb, the 
resurrection and ascension, longing for Christ’s coming in glory, and presenting 
to you these gifts your earth has formed and human hands have made, we acclaim 
you, O Christ: 
 

Celebrant and People 
Dying, you destroyed our death. 
Rising, you restored our life. 
Christ Jesus, come in glory! 
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The Celebrant continues 
Send your Holy Spirit upon us and upon these gifts of bread and wine that they 
may be to us the Body and Blood of your Christ.  Grant that we, burning with 
your Spirit’s power, may be a people of hope, justice and love. 
 

Giver of Life, draw us together in the Body of Christ, and in the fullness of time 
gather us with all those we love but see no longer into the joy of our true eternal 
home. 
 

Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, by the inspiration of your Holy 
Spirit, we worship you our God and Creator in voice of unending praise.   
 

Celebrant and People  
Blessed are you now and for ever.  AMEN. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer                                                                                     BCP 364 
Celebrant 
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
 

People and Celebrant              
 Our Father, who art in heaven,                                                               
 hallowed be thy Name,  
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done,  
 on earth as it is in heaven.  
 Give us this day our daily bread.  
 And forgive us our trespasses,  
 as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
 And lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil.  
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,   
for ever and ever. Amen.  
 
The Breaking of the Bread                                                                       BCP 364 
The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread.  A period of silence is kept. 
 
The Celebrant says and we respond 
This is the true bread which comes down from heaven and gives life to the world. 
Whoever eats this bread will live for ever. 
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Facing the people, the Celebrant says the following Invitation 
The Gifts of God for the People of God. 
 

All baptized persons are invited to receive Holy Communion.  If you wish to 
receive a blessing instead, please come forward and cross your arms over your 
chest. 
 

Prayer After Communion 
Celebrant 
Let us pray. 
 

Celebrant and People                                                                                
Lord, although we have walked in darkness, we have seen the great light of 
your love. Set us free to walk in your peace and venture forth to serve those 
who are afraid, lonely, despondent, or marginalized. Create in us new hearts 
to receive mercy and to extend it to others.  In Jesus’ name.  Amen. 
 

The Blessing 
God’s blessing be with you, Christ’s peace be with you, the Spirit’s outpouring 
be with you, now and always.  Amen. 
 
Closing Hymn                            Amazing Grace                                 Hymnal 671 

All Verses 
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The Dismissal                                                                                      ANZPB 184 
 
The Deacon says and we respond 
 

Lord, it is night.  The night is for stillness.    
Let us be still in the presence of God. 
It is night after a long day.   
What has been done has been done; what has not been done has not been 
done; let it be. 
The night is dark.   
Let our fears of the darkness and of the world and of our own lives rest in 
you. 
The night is quiet.   
Let the quietness of your peace enfold us, and all dear to us, and all who 
have no peace. 
The night heralds the dawn.   
Let us look expectantly to a new day, new joys, and new possibilities.  
Thanks be to God. 
    
                                                                                                                 
Postlude   
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COPING THROUGH THE HOLIDAYS 

 
Keep expectations for the holiday season manageable. 

 

Make a list and prioritize the most important activities.  Be realistic about  
what you can and cannot do. 

 

Remember that the holiday season does not automatically banish reasons for 
feeling sad or lonely. There’s room for these feeling to be present. 

 

Let go of the past.  Don’t be disappointed if your holidays are not like they  
used to be. Life brings changes. 

 

Do something for someone else. 
 

Enjoy holiday activities that are free, such as driving around to look at  
Christmas decorations. 

 

Don’t be afraid to try something new. Celebrate the holidays in a way you  
have not done before. 

 

Spend time with people who are supportive and care about you. 
 

Find time for yourself.  Don’t spend all your time providing activities for  
your family and friends. 

 
Source:  The National Mental Health Association 

 

    Tonight’s Ministers of Worship 

Celebrant The Rev. Alfred Jewson 

Deacon The Ven. Rebecca Barger 

Musician Cheryl Foster 

Altar Guild Kathleen O’Reilly 

Lector & Intercessor Kathleen McDonald 


